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The Editorial

We trust that you are having a productive semestdar and that you are preparing for examinattbas
are fast approaching. This is the first publicatdéthe_Eclipseor the new school year. The language
Policy Committee’s primary aim is to improve the2ud English on campus. As such, we implore all
students from all year groups to attend our mestmigich are held on Thursdays at 2:45 p.m. in LA. 7
The Eclipsds a monthly publication produced by the LanguBgécy Committee and, in an effort to
make it more inclusive, there will be suggestiomdmstrategically placed in the lunch room andn t
Language Arts Department’s Resource Centre intealwihou may drop your stories, poems, jokes, letters
to the editor, questions for the “Dear Confidarfesiture, and comments. Finally the Language policy
committee thanks all those who supported the Eelgst year and we look forward to your continuous
support. We also look forward to welcoming new rbers, and remember, practise the English Lan-
guage and do well in your studies.

Our other team leaders are Arlene Powell-Escoffeige President), Camille Gayle (Secretary), Tradia
Richards (Asst. Secretary) Raymona Samuel (Tregsuénetoinette Anderson (Asst. Treasurer), and
Shellisa Brown, Kerriann Matt and Tanesha DwyeR(B).

( (2G)

President

Visit the Minimart for a wide variety of snack
items, cold drinks, breakfast and dinner items.

Opening hours: Monday- Friday 5:30 — 10:30
p.m.

Weekends: All day
Located behind hostel 2

special offerBun and Butter andice Cream

+ |

Dear confidante,

| am very confused. | am deeply in love with a
male lecturer. He is very handsome and often
makes jokes with me. He is unaware, but it
makes me deeply troubled. Do you think | should
approach him? Would it be unprofessional for a
student to be involved with a lecturer?

Dear Confidante,

| am very confused and frustrated about
my sexuality; sometimes | wonder what |
am looking for because | am attracted to
both males and females. Help me please!

Frustrated
Lovelorn
Dear Frustrated, Dear Lovelorn,
It is actually quite common for some young persons
to be attracted to both males and females. Howev&fS is & very difficult situation; however, witisdom

avays bearn mind tat he supreme being whor S 17 0 T, T e
created mankind intended that all intimate relation 9 ' y i - .
student and a lecturer from having an intimatetiaia

ships be heterosexual i.e. male-female. This me%}ﬁpl Nonetheless, wisdom would suggest that yali a

that you ought to squash all homosexual tendencigs jecturer keep your relationship low-keyed fia

now- especially since you are likely to outgrow really interested in you) until after you gradua&ince

these feelings as you mature you mentioned how handsome the lecturer is | am-won
dering if what you are feeling is just infatuatioBive
yourself some time to discover what you are reaXyeri-
encing before trying to find out how he feels abyau.

Dear confidante,

| am very distressed because my roommate is Dear Confidante,

storing her under wear in bread bags under her

bed and in her closet; she sometimes just throws! am very pressured. It's not that | can’t do my

them in there and leaves them for days. She school work but | feel | am not going to make it

needs to get clean. to second year. | pray a lot. Do you think God

Appalled il answer in time? Presged

Dear Appalled, Dear Pressured,

Have you spoken to her calmly and firmly, yet withyo eripture says that before you call, God hears

love? Perhaps she does not realise how repulsivgnd while vou are vet praving the answer is on the
and unhygienic her actions are. Try talking to her. y yet praying

If nothing changes seek help from the warden. Way. He has heard and He will answer—in His
time. What | suggest, however, is that you take

time out to relax because anxiety will aggravate th
issue.
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A little girl and a little boy were at daycare.
The girl approached the boy and

said, "Hey, Stevie, wanna play

house?"

He said, "Sure! What do you
want me to do?"

The girl replied, "I want you to communicate."

He said to her, "That word is too big. | have no
idea what it means."

The little girl smirked and said, "Perfect. You can
be the husband.”

| cannot best him

| cannot compete with him

He has survived in this world for thou-
Dear Editor: sands, maybe millions of years

I am nothing like him; he intimidates
me.

) ) . o He laughs at my feebleness and scuffs
It is believed that the teaching profession is ofthe noblest pro- 4t my helplessness

fessions, yet the quality of the teachers and tradire systems seenHe tells me to flee, flee like the insig-
to betray this perception. nificant insect | am

Having no worth or any reason for
| was most perturbed when a colleague relatedstiaivas a victim existence
of pilfering by two practicing teachers who arelonger guided by
the laws governing the members of a professionatitution.
Frankly, I am di_sappointed and eml_aarr_asse_d to beeassociated pyiag me, he calls the wind to whisper
with this institution on account of this situatiddn several occa- 3 gad song in my ear
sions, Mrs Dosseth Edwards-Watson, vice princigataks of dras- He advises me: he tells me to fall to his
tic measures that will be taken if an individuafdsnd to be guilty feet and submit to his power
of larceny. This is yet to be seen, and theseter@érsons who will
eventually become a menace in the school system.

Keeping them Honest

The cliff is wise; he tells me there is no
place for me in this world

He tells me | shall find peace at his feet
He warns me, however, that his feet are

The administrative and disciplinary committees nersture that ~ fough, hardened by the ages

pilferers are removed from the institution, and altwed to influ- Lﬁgﬁ‘l;ehetlm ;?r: z:;’rglrﬁ aftorr"Zrieiﬁgt;nt

ence our children. | welcome the recently formeoféssional Com- P y

mittee, and | wish them success in their endeavtowever, it Will - the gray skies seem more beautiful

be a challenge to produce ethically sound indivislugho will serve than ever before as | stand on the cliff

as ambassadors for Shortwood Teachers’ College. The lightning frightens me no more
standing on the cliff

Yours truly My heart, however, still hurts, and my
8 (3H) mind still confused
But | have come to respect and trust
the cliff

The CIiff (by Rhodian Campbell 1G)

He tells the wind to gently usher me to
| stand on the edge of a majestic, dangerouslytfiebsea-side cliff. his feet
A formation that has defied the power of time foreng, And | close my eyes when it touches

Still stands proud and strong against the raghesea. my face .
It holds on to me gently but it pulls me

down hard

Alas, | find myself at the cliff's feet;

it's everything he said it was
Momentarily painful, then peaceful
But he didn’t mention the silence

Can you see the cliff and its complete splenddené? There is dead silence

Can you hear the waves beat his chest? There is dead silence at the feet of the

| am but a speck compared to his countenance cliff.

| am not like the cliff
| am weak and fragile
Neither power nor pride to boast of
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Did you experience any financial difficulties irtwening to school?

Tessa Mae Lee 2C4 Daniel Sweetland 1D
Yes, but my mom made preparations as she No, the programme | am pursuing is free.
knew | would be coming back to school.

Lacia Cameron-Rodgers 3B Norda Williams 3C3

Yes, my mom had to close one of her accounts. Yes, but | was very optimistic and God brought me
through first and second year so | know he will
pull through for me this year.

Jacqueline Hibbert-Pinto 2G1
Yes. | still do not know how | will
clear the balance but | am trusting
God to do what only He alone can
4 do.

Clinton Henry 2C3
No, the money was already in my mom’s back account.

Jennifer Browm

<

+ 2 345667

The Second Year students were in charge of
Jamaica Day and Night this year. The cultural
king and queen winners are Sherrica Seville and
Othneil “Mad-Man” Morgan. We started the
devotions with DJ. Nicholas and the activities
that followed in the day were very exciting.
They included the following:

Bun eating contest

Soda drinking contest

Domino contest
There were performances from various high
schools and dance groups. Overall it was a fun-
filled day.

My job here at Shortwood, in the commissary, is to
work along with the canteen to ensure that students
have food to eat while here on the campus.

What is your relationship with the staff and studen
like?

My relationship with the staff and students of this
prestigious college is an excellent one . | edaood
rapport with approximately 75% of the school’s
population.

1 ;

I have been working in this capacity since Septeribe
2009 (that is one year and six months).

+ <

This job was given to me by the good Lord Himself
and | promise to stay as long as He wants me to.
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Teaching Practice Reflections (continued)

. . “It's not an easy road.
Green Days by the Rivelby Micheal An- Tru yuh si di glitta an di

thony glamour suh yuh tink a
This book speaks well to family relation- bed a rose.
ships and since it was set in the Carribbean Who feels it knows...”
it can be linked to our current happenings
here in Jamaica. One thing that stands out
is the power and authority that Mr. Gid- and preparation, teach-
haree has over Shell. |ng practice is an unpre-
Satannia Richards dictable experience.

My advice? Work overtime to win your students.eirh
Rich Dad Poor Dadly Robert Kiyosaki & response is key. However, where this responseris
Sharon Lechter cerned, do not predict... anticipate!
A thrilling novel based on an individual
who has two fathers who influence him Mashera Buchanan (Modern Language)
differently. It reveals how to be “ street Meadowbrook High School
smart” and impact the life of the average
man.

Despite much planning

Tough Girls Don’t Danc@&y Osmond Ja-
maica

This book informs the readers about the
change in behavior of their children and
how it affects them. It teaches one not to
neglect one’s children.

Tanisha Thomas

Ricochet By Sandra Brown

This book will keep you coming back for
more. It is an exciting story of suspense
and mysterious disappearance as a detec-
tive tries to solve these mysteries that have
his job and life on the line.

Hanieka Halladeen

When | think of the teaching practicum experierce,
have mixed feelings. Firstly, | must say thatc¢hé-
dren are adorable. They express themselves in ways

I n beyond our imagination and they give me this sense

’ of belonging, so | am assured that this is indegd m
How do you write March 28, 2011 using calling. On the other hand, planning for thesé-chi
only letters and no numbers? dren can be very stressful, with sleepless nights,
Who'’s smart? weight loss, and the list goes on, but overallgiee-
ticum has been good. Nashuah-Kay Rose (E.C)

She is always there for her students, whether by
phone or in person, regarding school work or some-
thing personal. Indeed she is a role model, wi ha
influenced us to be great teachers.

Jelissa O'Sullivan—2C1

Mrs. Stephenson is a dedicated, disciplined and ef-
fective facilitator. She has a wealth of knowledge
which she imparts to us in a very efficient, yet no
nonsense way. She goes all out to ensure that we
Mrs. J. Stephenson understand what she is teaching. Despite herfguali
Early Childhood Department cation and years of experience, she is not afeaid t
apologize or even admit to us that she does nowkno
everything and therefore is willing to learn from u
and event planner; she makes note of every. . . L
) o She is sympathetic when the need arises; thus eve se
detail. She abhors mediocrity, so her students . .
) hér in ways we all can appreciate.
are encouraged to strive for excellence. Mrs.
Stephenson is also a very resourceful person;
we can always depend on her to locate needed
y_ P ?.)e_ar Mrs. Stephenson:
course materials. When asked, her response is
usually, “I'll go check my archives!”
very loving, and caring individual.

Staff, Dept. of ECE

Mrs. Stephenson is an excellent organizer

Group 1A

She is E{Nith your frankness you get my attention;
Every day plant a seed of motivation
You help me fulfill my potential;

I'm thankful for all that you've done.

Mrs. Stephenson can be described as a pas; . .
i . admire you each day, and | just want to say,
sionate, vibrant, helpful, warm, no-nonsense ,
As a lecturer, you're number one!

organized, mdustngus, approa_chgble, depend- Deanaton Campbell - 3C1
able lecturer. She is a perfectionist!
Group 1C1

) ) All teachers are teachers of English in Jamaicaesin
Mrs. Stephenson is a caring, classy, dependengiish is the official language of instructiort.id
able, encouraging and soft spoken individuatherefore incumbent on all student-teachers attShor

who seeks to educate her students to the be¥pod to take responsibility for their improvemenmt i
of her ability. . the use of English3 7
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“Nilly”

A met Miss Joseph forty years ago, when sheawoung, tall-hair sinting. Mah! She did drive th
bwoy dem head hot when she fling har long, straiglatck hair dis yah way and dat.

A was jus sixteen and Miss Joseph was alineteen. Har madda was a white woman and she ebba a
have fi har people dem ova at di house fi someasdihna and nix nax. But Miss Jasmine ( dat wassMi
Joseph madda name) did married the man name PanbSa neva si dat man invite nida him ma nor
him pa to not even tea. A later get fi undastandiswas him madda im neva want deh fah she was to
black. Mi heart did bleed fi di bwoy. What a tirflgin shame a him own mah fah she was too black.

But Miss Joseph was a nice lady. She alwayisad best fi help others. Umph, God bless hak sou
But there was one thing dat neva rest well wid rammory of har, and that was Nilly. Dem sey Nilly did
come from country, a think it was St. Thomas. Shs black as midnight and hab di driest head. Miss
Joseph was a dear saint fi did tek har in. Miseglosneva did work har too hard, or if she did)yNikeva
complain. She would do all the washing, cookingaoing, weeding and polishing. Miss Joseph woulda
always bring har to Sunday Mass. She say it wasligrfi mek sure she help save har soul, for she w
going need the help when she go to heaven.

One morning on mi way to do mi washing roymdshear Miss Joseph on the top of har voice $Nill
Now look here girl, | have brought you from thattahed place in the country you calll home. | have
given you food an drink....” An den Nilly come widheoice pitch high. “ | does ask yuh fi nutten Mah?
Yuh is di one dat tek mi fram mi fambily bout yutvige schools mi.” An den a heard Miss Joseph voice
as if she bout fi cry. “Nilly please, you're a aioegro girl and it would be a pity to waste suobiti and
strength by sending you to school. It was bestybatstayed home and learnt life skills as an efiluta
would have no use to the likes of you.” Jus théreard sumpting smash pan di floor and Miss Joseph
scream, den Nilly let out: “ Miss Joseph, yuhdsghing but a wicked b@*ch. A good enouf fi wasthyu
clothes and cook yuh food but a not good enouggafin fi read? A deserve betta Miss Joseph, batta d
dis” A den hear di front door open and out comdyNilid har two scandal bag and Miss Joseph toe to
toe behind har saying, “ you're never going to bgthing, do you hear me, Nilly? Nothing! A negro
can't learn, that's not what they were made fon'ttgou see that?” but the last thing Nilly turruroan
say to har was, “ You will see Miss Joseph, you sék.” Ten year did pass before mi bless mi eye p
Nilly again. Dis time she wasn't jus Nilly but DNXilly at that.

You wuda neva believe weh di gyal Nilly go &he no do nutten more dan drive up ina har pdiaset

red car, criss and blinging at dat to the womantfgate. A was washing out some clothes when a
straightened black hair and suit as white as srepvaut, it did look expensive to. She walk up itéraint
door and ring the door bell. A diss walk up to dge and peep ova. When Miss Joseph open di door an
say, “ Yes, good morning, can | can help you?” digperson say , “ | don't think you can, because yo
never have.” Den miss Joseph say, “Excuse me,dukdow you?” den di person say, “A doubt you
know me now but you knew me then; | am Nilly.” Diss Joseph continue, “you come back at the
right time, | have some cleaning to do, and yojust the right...” before she could continue, Niliyer-
rupt. “ Miss Joseph | see you're still the same; | am Inete for my old cleaning job because | am now
doing a different clean up service; | am Dr. Niflyou don’t mind addressing me as that.” Missejis
stop inna har tracks and har mouth heng dung Itkenyackass can mek up him mind . But Nilly, satis-
fied with har response, mek har turn and headdiodir. On her way out, she laugh and say, “A show y

Miss Joseph, a does show yuh.”
6

The teaching practice experience has been an edubas been a lot of work. However, there were
tional one. It has had its challenges and has givedays when | enjoyed the practicum very much,
me clear insight into what the real world of teachifor example when it was evident that the students
is like. It has tested and tried my patience agd mwere learning. There were other days that were
sanity but soon, this not so great, like when students were talking too
too shall pass. much. Nonetheless, | have learnt a lot from this
experience. Dabhlia Billings (Mathematics)
Tiekena McCoy
Double English
(Ardenne)

Teaching Practice has been very fulfilling. How- It has been a challenge, but you have to be consis-
most for me is that the children always give you a
new experience everyday. There are good and

bad days overall, but with Christ in the vessel you
tively. My advice to the second year students is ¢an smile at the storm.

pressure, but all that pressure is subordinateeo t
opportunity to impact the lives of children posi-
plan and pray and you will be successful. Garroy Housen (Religious Education)

Conlan Lothian (Human Ecology)



